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Issues of race, gender, women’s rights, masculinity, and sexuality continue to be debated on the national
scene. These subjects have also been in the forefront of American literature, particularly in the last fifty
years. One significant trend in contemporary fiction has been the failure of the heroic masculine protagonist.

In Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin,
Josef Benson examines key literary works of the twentieth century, notably Blood Meridian (1985), All the
Pretty Horses (1992), Song of Solomon (1977), and Another Country (1960). Benson argues that exaggerated
masculinities originated on the American frontier and have transformed into a definition of ideal masculinity
embraced by many southern rural American men. Defined by violence, racism, sexism, and homophobia,
these men concocted or perpetuated myths about African Americans to justify their mistreatment and mass
murder of black men after Reconstruction. As Benson illustrates, the protagonists in these texts fail to
perpetuate hypermasculinities, and as a result a sense of ironic heroism emerges from the narratives.

Offering a unique and bold argument that connects the masculinities of cowboys and frontier figures with
black males, Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel suggests alternative possibilities for American
men going forward. Scholars and students of American literature and culture, African American literature
and culture, and queer and gender theory will find this book illuminating and persuasive.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac
McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin (Contemporary American Literature). You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin
(Contemporary American Literature). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christian Rice:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Hypermasculinities in the
Contemporary Novel: Cormac McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin (Contemporary American
Literature) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Christina Ruiz:

This Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin
(Contemporary American Literature) is new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac
McCarthy, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin (Contemporary American Literature) can be the light food for
you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Ruth Little:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books



in the top list in your reading list will be Hypermasculinities in the Contemporary Novel: Cormac McCarthy,
Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin (Contemporary American Literature). This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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