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Mind-opening writing on what kids need from school, from one of education’s most outspoken voices
 
Arguing that our schools are currently in the grip of a “cult of rigor”—a confusion of harder with better that
threatens to banish both joy and meaningful intellectual inquiry from our classrooms—Alfie Kohn issues a
stirring call to rethink our priorities and reconsider our practices.
 
Kohn’s latest wide-ranging collection of writings will add to his reputation as one of the most incisive
thinkers in the field, who questions the assumptions too often taken for granted in discussions about
education and human behavior.
 
In nineteen recently published essays—and in a substantive introduction, new for this volume—Kohn
repeatedly invites us to think more deeply about the conventional wisdom. Is self-discipline always
desirable? he asks, citing surprising evidence to the contrary. Does academic cheating necessarily indicate a
moral failing? Might inspirational posters commonly found on school walls (“Reach for the stars!”) reflect
disturbing assumptions about children? Could the use of rubrics for evaluating student learning prove
counterproductive?
 
Subjecting young children to homework, grades, or standardized tests—merely because these things will be
required of them later—reminds Kohn of Monty Python’s “getting hit on the head lessons.” And, with
tongue firmly in cheek, he declares that we should immediately begin teaching twenty-second-century skills.
 
Whether Kohn is clearing up misconceptions about progressive education or explaining why incentives for
healthier living are bound to backfire, debunking the idea that education reform should be driven by concerns
about economic competitiveness or putting “Supernanny” in her place, his readers will understand why the
Washington Post has said that “teachers and parents who encounter Kohn and his thoughts come away
transfixed, ready to change their schools.”
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From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

In other case, little folks like to read book Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children
and Schooling. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling. You can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Chris Hernandez:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling book
is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer of Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Feel-Bad Education: And
Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Virginia Hughes:

This book untitled Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jennifer Buster:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Feel-Bad Education: And Other Contrarian Essays on Children and Schooling can
make you feel more interested to read.
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