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In 1903, on Coney Island, an elephant named Topsy was electrocuted, and over the past century, this bizarre,
ghoulish execution has reverberated through popular culture with the whiff of urban legend. But it really
happened, and many historical forces conspired to bring Topsy, Thomas Edison, and those 6600 volts of
alternating current together that day. Tracing them all in Topsy The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed
Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison, journalist Michael Daly weaves together
a fascinating popular history, the first book on this astonishing tale.

At the turn of the century, the circus in America was at its apex with the circuses of P.T. Barnum and Adam
Forepaugh (or 4-Paw) competing in a War of the Elephants, with declarations of whose pachyderms were
younger, bigger, or more “sacred”. This brought Topsy to America, fraudulently billed as the first native-
born, and caught between the circus disputes and the War of the Currents, in which Edison and George
Westinghouse (and Nikola Tesla) battled over alternating versus direct current.

Rich in period Americana, and full of circus tidbits and larger than life characters—both human and
elephant—Topsy is a touching tale and an entertaining read.
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From reader reviews:

John Tillery:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and
the American Wizard, Thomas Edison.

Shirley Dildy:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Topsy: The
Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Suzanne Ferris:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Topsy: The Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum,
and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Marline Deluca:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Topsy: The
Startling Story of the Crooked Tailed Elephant, P.T. Barnum, and the American Wizard, Thomas Edison.
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