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Ancient Greek culture is pervaded by a profound ambivalence regarding female beauty. It is an awe-
inspiring, supremely desirable gift from the gods, essential to the perpetuation of a man's name through
reproduction; yet it also grants women terrifying power over men, posing a threat inseparable from its allure.
The myth of Helen is the central site in which the ancient Greeks expressed and reworked their culture's
anxieties about erotic desire. Despite the passage of three millennia, contemporary culture remains almost
obsessively preoccupied with all the power and danger of female beauty and sexuality that Helen still
represents. Yet Helen, the embodiment of these concerns for our purported cultural ancestors, has been little
studied from this perspective. Such issues are also central to contemporary feminist thought.

Helen of Troy engages with the ancient origins of the persistent anxiety about female beauty, focusing on this
key figure from ancient Greek culture in a way that both extends our understanding of that culture and
provides a useful perspective for reconsidering aspects of our own. Moving from Homer and Hesiod to
Sappho, Aeschylus, and Euripides, Ruby Blondell offers a fresh examination of the paradoxes and
ambiguities that Helen embodies. In addition to literary sources, Blondell considers the archaeological
record, which contains evidence of Helen's role as a cult figure, worshipped by maidens and newlyweds. The
result is a compelling new interpretation of this alluring figure.
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From reader reviews:

James Reed:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation. Try to face
the book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kerry Erdman:

Here thing why this specific Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Helen of Troy:
Beauty, Myth, Devastation. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation in e-book can be
your alternative.

Robert Eslinger:

The particular book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth, Devastation is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shameka Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Helen of Troy: Beauty, Myth,
Devastation, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.
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