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Scholars of international relations tend to prefer one model or another in explaining the foreign policy
behavior of governments. Steve Yetiv, however, advocates an approach that applies five familiar models:
rational actor, cognitive, domestic politics, groupthink, and bureaucratic politics.

Drawing on the widest set of primary sources and interviews with key actors to date, he applies each of these
models to the 1990-91 Persian Gulf crisis and to the U.S. decision to go to war with Iraq in 2003. Probing the
strengths and shortcomings of each model in explaining how and why the United States decided to proceed
with the Persian Gulf War, he shows that all models (with the exception of the government politics model)
contribute in some way to our understanding of the event. No one model provides the best explanation, but
when all five are used, a fuller and more complete understanding emerges.

In the case of the Gulf War, Yetiv demonstrates the limits of models that presume rational decision-making
as well as the crucial importance of using various perspectives. Drawing partly on the Gulf War case, he also
develops innovative theories about when groupthink can actually produce a positive outcome and about the
conditions under which government politics will likely be avoided. He shows that the best explanations for
government behavior ultimately integrate empirical insights yielded from both international and domestic
theory, which scholars have often seen as analytically separate. With its use of the Persian Gulf crisis as a
teachable case study and coverage of the more recent Iraq war, Explaining Foreign Policy will be of interest
to students and scholars of foreign policy, international relations, and related fields.
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From reader reviews:

Erik Herrera:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-
Making and the Persian Gulf War has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Explaining Foreign Policy:
U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the
Persian Gulf War. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Donna Lacher:

The publication with title Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Paula Cofield:

This Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian
Gulf War in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Sherrill Height:

The book untitled Explaining Foreign Policy: U.S. Decision-Making and the Persian Gulf War contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
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