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His critics called him a liar. His supporters saw him as transcending race relations. In 1977, following the
airing of the mega-hit television mini-series Roots, its author, Alex Haley, became America’s newest “folk
hero. ”

His book was on the Times' Best Seller's list for months, and won the Pulitzer Prize. His story had captivated
a nation and then the world. From Idaho to Israel, it seemed everyone was caught up in “Rootsmania.”

Alex Haley, the ghostwriter behind  The Autobiography of Malcolm X, was on his way to becoming the most
successful African American author in the history of publishing until it all fell apart.

What happened?

Based on interviews of Haley's contemporaries, personal correspondence, legal documents, newspaper
accounts, Adam Henig investigates the unraveling of one of America’s most successful yet enigmatic
authors.

Praise of "Alex Haley's Roots"

"Henig recounts the highs and lows of Haley’s life with sympathy, addressing the critiques honestly." 
Publishers Weekly's Booklife

"Few Americans are aware that Alex Haley has two books among the most popular in American history--his
collaboration with Malcolm X and Roots. Adam Henig underscores this point and more in his brief but
incisive biography of Haley. Much more can be said about this magnificent writer and if Henig's book
doesn't ignite this search, it will stand as a worthy pursuit of Haley's contribution to American letters." -
Herb Boyd, author of Baldwin's Harlem: A Biography of James Baldwin  and co-editor of By Any
Means Necessary: Malcolm X: Real, Not Reinvented

"While this 52 page book may be his first, it represents a major literary achievement. This book may renew
scholar and the general public’s interest in Roots once again." - Nvasekie Konneh, Black Star News and
author of The Land of My Father’s Birth

"Adam Henig has created a gem... A must read for anyone interested in the interplay of politics, race and
mixed blessings of fame and fortune that produced the contradictory legacy of a onetime icon." - Terry P.
Wilson, Professor Emeritus of Ethnic Studies, UC Berkeley

"Some critics accused Alex of making up significant portions of Roots. Did he? Henig tackles this touchy
question head on. Result: A highly readable story." - Edward T. Thompson, Editor-in-Chief, Reader's
Digest 1976-1984
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From reader reviews:

Gary Farrell:

The reason? Because this Alex Haley's Roots: An Author's Odyssey is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Charlotte Womble:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Alex Haley's Roots: An Author's Odyssey your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get before. The Alex Haley's Roots: An Author's Odyssey giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

William Pak:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Alex Haley's Roots: An Author's Odyssey this guide consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Steven Miller:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Alex Haley's Roots: An Author's Odyssey was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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