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In this volume, Alan Levine traces the development of the Soviet Union and the Communist movement from
1917 to the Nazi invasion of the USSR in June 1941. Arguing that the Cold War between the Soviet Union
and the Western democracies can only be fully understood by examining the doctrine and practices of the
Soviet Union and the world Communist movement from their inception, Levine offers a detailed account of
the development of the state parties in Russia and China, the Communist seizure of power, the Soviet
Union's role in international relations between the two world wars, and the development of the techniques of
conflict management used by the Communist powers later in the era of the Cold War. By treating together a
number of topics and elements that are closely related but usually treated separately, Levine offers important
new insights into the origins of the Cold War, showing that the devices used successfully by the Soviet state
during these years--building satellite states, the use of proxy forces to influence the outcomes of revolutions,
the use of Soviet military aid, and the inconspicuous employment of Soviet advisors--were already seen in
the 1920s and 1930s.

Levine stresses throughout the continuity exhibited by Soviet policies between the world wars and those used
during the Cold War after World War II. He examines in depth such topics as Soviet foreign policy and
territorial expansion, the development of Communist movements and doctrines, the successes and failure of
the Communists' enemies, the history of the Russian and Chinese revolutions, and the history of Communist
attempts to seize power. Based on his analysis, Levine concludes that rather than beginning in 1945,
following the end of World War II, the Cold War actually had its origins in the development of a totalitarian
Communist regime in the former Russian Empire under the shattering impact of World War I. Levine argues
further that there has also been a strong element of continuity in the characteristic features of Western
responses to the Soviets. Students of twentieth-century international politics will find Levine's work
illuminating reading.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Wilson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Soviet Union, the
Communist Movement, and the World: Prelude to the Cold War, 1917-1941 is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kristen Wright:

The publication with title The Soviet Union, the Communist Movement, and the World: Prelude to the Cold
War, 1917-1941 includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Charlie Seymour:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Soviet Union, the Communist Movement,
and the World: Prelude to the Cold War, 1917-1941, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Karen Bright:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. The Soviet Union, the Communist Movement, and the World: Prelude to the Cold
War, 1917-1941 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.
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