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The essays in this Handbook, written by leading scholars working in the rapidly developing field of
witchcraft studies, explore the historical literature regarding witch beliefs and witch trials in Europe and
colonial America between the early fifteenth and early eighteenth centuries. During these years witches were
thought to be evil people who used magical power to inflict physical harm or misfortune on their neighbours.
Witches were also believed to have made pacts with the devil and sometimes to have worshipped him at
nocturnal assemblies known as sabbaths. These beliefs provided the basis for defining witchcraft as a secular
and ecclesiastical crime and prosecuting tens of thousands of women and men for this offence. The trials
resulted in as many as fifty thousand executions.

These essays study the rise and fall of witchcraft prosecutions in the various kingdoms and territories of
Europe and in English, Spanish, and Portuguese colonies in the Americas. They also relate these
prosecutions to the Catholic and Protestant reformations, the introduction of new forms of criminal
procedure, medical and scientific thought, the process of state-building, profound social and economic
change, early modern patterns of gender relations, and the wave of demonic possessions that occurred in
Europe at the same time. The essays survey the current state of knowledge in the field, explore the academic
controversies that have arisen regarding witch beliefs and witch trials, propose new ways of studying the
subject, and identify areas for future research.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Shay:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe
and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks).

Loyd Tyler:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in
Early Modern Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Corey Smith:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Robert Wilkerson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe and Colonial America (Oxford Handbooks) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Oxford Handbook of Witchcraft in Early Modern Europe and Colonial
America (Oxford Handbooks) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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