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Computers have dramatically altered life in the late twentieth century. Today we can draw on worldwide
computer links, speeding up communications by radio, newspapers, and television. Ideas fly back and forth
and circle the globe at the speed of electricity. And just around the corner lurks full-blown virtual reality, in
which we will be able to immerse ourselves in a computer simulation not only of the actual physical world,
but of any imagined world. As we begin to move in and out of a computer-generated world, Michael Heim
asks, how will the way we perceive our world change?
In The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality, Heim considers this and other philosophical issues of the Information
Age. With an eye for the dark as well as the bright side of computer technology, he explores the logical and
historical origins of our computer-generated world and speculates about the future direction of our
computerized lives. He discusses such topics as the effect of word-processing on the English language (while
word-processors have led to increased productivity, they have also led to physical hazards such as repetitive
motion syndrome, which causes inflamed hand and arm tendons). Heim looks into the new kind of literacy
promised by Hypertext (technology which allows the user to link audio and video elements, the
disadvantages including disorientation and cognitive overload). And he also probes the notion of virtual
reality, "cyberspace"--the computer-simulated environments that have captured the popular imagination and
may ultimately change the way we define reality itself. Just as the definition of interface itself has evolved
from the actual adapter plug used to connect electronic circuits into human entry into a self-contained
cyberspace, so too will the notion of reality change with the current technological drive. Like the
introduction of the automobile, the advent of virtual reality will change the whole context in which our
knowledge and awareness of life are rooted. And along the way, Heim covers such intriguing topics as how
computers have altered our thought habits, how we will be able to distinguish virtual from real reality, and
the appearance of virtual reality in popular culture (as in Star Trek's holodeck, William Gibson's
Neuromancer, and Stephen King's Lawnmower Man).
Vividly and entertainingly written, The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality opens a window on a fascinating
world that promises--or threatens--to become an integral part of everyday life in the 21st century. As Heim
writes, not only do we face a breakthrough in the technology of computer interface, but we face the
challenge of knowing ourselves and determining how the technology should develop and ultimately affect
the society in which it grows.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality book is readable through you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Metaphysics
of Virtual Reality content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The
Metaphysics of Virtual Reality is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Shawna Vaughn:

The e-book untitled The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gail Tate:

Beside this specific The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Metaphysics of Virtual Reality because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Raymond Murray:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication The Metaphysics of Virtual Reality was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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