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The first and definitive biography of one of America's bestselling, notorious, and influential writers of
the twentieth century: Iceberg Slim, né Robert Beck, author of the multimillion-copy
memoir Pimp and such equally popular novels as Trick Baby and Mama Black Widow. From a career
as a, yes, ruthless pimp in the '40s and '50s, Iceberg Slim refashioned himself as the first and still the
greatest of "street lit" masters, whose vivid books have made him an icon to such rappers as Ice-T,
Jay-Z, and Snoop Dogg and a presiding spirit of "blaxploitation" culture. You can't understand
contemporary black (and even American) culture without reckoning with Iceberg Slim and his many
acolytes and imitators.

Literature professor Justin Gifford has been researching the life and work of Robert Beck for a decade,
culminating in Street Poison, a colorful and compassionate biography of one of the most complicated figures
in twentieth-century literature. Drawing on a wealth of archival material—including FBI files, prison
records, and interviews with Beck, his wife, and his daughters—Gifford explores the sexual trauma and
racial violence Beck endured that led to his reinvention as Iceberg Slim, one of America's most infamous
pimps of the 1940s and '50s. From pimping to penning his profoundly influential confessional
autobiography, Pimp, to his involvement in radical politics, Gifford's biography illuminates the life and
works of one of American literature's most unique renegades.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Stewart:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg
Slim will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Karolyn Kaufman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg
Slim as the daily resource information.

Lorene Lord:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Street Poison: The
Biography of Iceberg Slim suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book
untitled Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slimis the one of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Martha Royal:

You can get this Street Poison: The Biography of Iceberg Slim by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.
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