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At the beginning of the 20th century, Progressive reformers set up curricula in journalism, public relations,
and creative writing to fulfill their own purposes: well-trained rhetors could convince the United States
citizenry to accept Progressive thinking on monopolies and unions and to elect reform candidates. Although
Progressive politicians and educators envisioned these courses and majors as forwarding their own goals,
they could not control the intentions of the graduates thus trained or the employers who hired them. The
period's vast panorama of rhetoric, including Theodore Roosevelt's publicity stunts, muckraker exposés, ad
campaigns for patent medicines, and the selling of World War I, revealed the new national power of
propaganda and the media, especially when wielded by college-trained experts imbued with the Progressive
tradition of serving a cause and ensuring social betterment.

In this unique volume, Adams' chronicles the creation of this advanced curriculum in speaking and writing
during the Progressive era and examines the impact of that curriculum on public discourse. Unlike other
studies of writing instruction, which have concentrated on freshman curriculum or on a specific genre, this
book provides a historical and cultural analysis of the advanced composition curriculum and of its impact on
public persuasion. Adams surveys American instruction at state and private schools across the country, with
special attention given to the influential Progressive universities of the Midwest. She draws on a wide variety
of primary data sources including college catalogs, course assignments, departmental minutes, speeches, and
journals, and includes an extensive bibliography of research sources concerning advanced composition
instruction and American rhetoric before World War II. As a resource offering remarkable historical insights
on the history of writing instruction in America, this volume is of great interest to scholars and students in
rhetoric, communication, and technical writing.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Smith:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's
Persuaders. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Lydia Rogers:

The book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Progressive Politics
and the Training of America's Persuaders? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Shea Cross:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Progressive Politics and the
Training of America's Persuaders is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sherry Francis:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Progressive Politics and the Training of America's Persuaders. You can more pleasing than now.
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