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Dinosaurs, however toothy, did not rule the earth—and neither do humans. But what were and are the true
potentates of our planet? Insects, says Scott Richard Shaw—millions and millions of insect species. Starting
in the shallow oceans of ancient Earth and ending in the far reaches of outer space—where, Shaw proposes,
insect-like aliens may have achieved similar preeminence—Planet of the Bugs spins a sweeping account of
insects’ evolution from humble arthropod ancestors into the bugs we know and love (or fear and hate) today.

Leaving no stone unturned, Shaw explores how evolutionary innovations such as small body size, wings,
metamorphosis, and parasitic behavior have enabled insects to disperse widely, occupy increasingly narrow
niches, and survive global catastrophes in their rise to dominance. Through buggy tales by turns bizarre and
comical—from caddisflies that construct portable houses or weave silken aquatic nets to trap floating debris,
to parasitic wasp larvae that develop in the blood of host insects and, by storing waste products in their rear
ends, are able to postpone defecation until after they emerge—he not only unearths how changes in our
planet’s geology, flora, and fauna contributed to insects’ success, but also how, in return, insects came to
shape terrestrial ecosystems and amplify biodiversity. Indeed, in his visits to hyperdiverse rain forests to
highlight the current insect extinction crisis, Shaw reaffirms just how crucial these tiny beings are to
planetary health and human survival.

In this age of honeybee die-offs and bedbugs hitching rides in the spines of library books, Planet of the Bugs
charms with humor, affection, and insight into the world’s six-legged creatures, revealing an essential
importance that resonates across time and space.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Planet of the Bugs:
Evolution and the Rise of Insects to read.

Christina Ochs:

Often the book Planet of the Bugs: Evolution and the Rise of Insects has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after reading this article book.

Gale Taylor:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Planet of the Bugs: Evolution and the Rise of Insects your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get previous to. The Planet of the Bugs: Evolution and the Rise of Insects giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Marianne Button:

This Planet of the Bugs: Evolution and the Rise of Insects is completely new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Planet of the Bugs: Evolution and the Rise of Insects can be the light food for you because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life along with knowledge.
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