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The continual, unpredictable, and often violent "traffic" between identities in colonial and postcolonial India
is the focus of Parama Roy's stimulating and original book. Mimicry has been commonly recognized as an
important colonial model of bourgeois/elite subject formation, and Roy examines its place in the exchanges
between South Asian and British, Hindu and Muslim, female and male, and subaltern and elite actors. Roy
draws on a variety of sources—religious texts, novels, travelogues, colonial archival documents, and
films—making her book genuinely interdisciplinary. She explores the ways in which questions of originality
and impersonation function, not just for "western" or "westernized" subjects, but across a range of identities.
For example, Roy considers the Englishman's fascination with "going native," an Irishwoman's assumption
of Hindu feminine celibacy, Gandhi's impersonation of femininity, and a Muslim actress's emulation of a
Hindu/Indian mother goddess. Familiar works by Richard Burton and Kipling are given fresh treatment, as
are topics such as the "muscular Hinduism" of Swami Vivekananda.

Indian Traffic demonstrates that questions of originality and impersonation are in the forefront of both the
colonial and the nationalist discourses of South Asia and are central to the conceptual identity of South Asian
postcolonial theory itself.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Banister:

The book Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial India can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing
like a book Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial India? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and
Postcolonial India has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Carol McElroy:

Here thing why this kind of Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial India are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and
Postcolonial India giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no publication that similar with Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial
India. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial India in e-book
can be your choice.

Linda Henderson:

The guide with title Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in Colonial and Postcolonial India posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Michael Santiago:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Indian Traffic: Identities in Question in
Colonial and Postcolonial India is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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