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The quasi-federal European Union stands out as the major exception in the thinly institutionalized world of
international politics. Something has led Europeans-and only Europeans-beyond the nation-state to a
fundamentally new political architecture. Craig Parsons arguesin A Certain Idea of Europe that this
"something" was a particular set of ideas generated in Western Europe after the Second World War. In
Parsons's view, today's European Union reflects the ideological (and perhaps visionary) project of an elite
minority. His book traces the progressive victory of this project in France, where the battle over European
institutions erupted most divisively. Drawing on archival research and extensive interviews with French
policymakers, the author carefully traces afifty-year conflict between radically different European plans.
Only through aggressive leadership did the advocates of a supranational "community" Europe succeed at
building the EU and binding their opponents within it. Parsons puts the causal impact of ideas, and their
binding effects through institutions, at the center of hisbook. In so doing he presents a strong logic of "social
construction”-a sharp departure from other accounts of EU history that downplay the role of ideas and
ideology.
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From reader reviews:
Pam Wright:

A lot of people aways spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find anew activity thisis look different
you can read a book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading abook. The book A Certain Idea of Europe (Cornell Studiesin Political Economy) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou
can mOore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features
high quality.

Misty Ware:

Precisely why? Because this A Certain Idea of Europe (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were being
you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Greg Butler:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book A Certain Idea of Europe (Cornell Studiesin Political Economy). Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
toread. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other
place.

Tim Gonzalez:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book A Certain Idea of Europe (Cornell Studiesin Political Economy) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by thisbook A Certain



Idea of Europe (Cornell Studiesin Political Economy). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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