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Americans have always put the past to political ends. The Union laid claim to the Revolution--so did the
Confederacy. Civil rights leaders said they were the true sons of liberty--so did Southern segregationists.
This book tells the story of the centuries-long struggle over the meaning of the nation's founding, including
the battle waged by the Tea Party, Glenn Beck, Sarah Palin, and evangelical Christians to "take back
America."

Jill Lepore, Harvard historian and New Yorker staff writer, offers a careful and concerned look at American
history according to the far right, from the "rant heard round the world," which launched the Tea Party, to the
Texas School Board's adoption of a social-studies curriculum that teaches that the United States was
established as a Christian nation. Along the way, she provides rare insight into the eighteenth-century
struggle for independence--a history of the Revolution, from the archives. Lepore traces the roots of the far
right's reactionary history to the bicentennial in the 1970s, when no one could agree on what story a divided
nation should tell about its unruly beginnings. Behind the Tea Party's Revolution, she argues, lies a nostalgic
and even heartbreaking yearning for an imagined past--a time less troubled by ambiguity, strife, and
uncertainty--a yearning for an America that never was.

The Whites of Their Eyes reveals that the far right has embraced a narrative about America's founding that is
not only a fable but is also, finally, a variety of fundamentalism--anti-intellectual, antihistorical, and
dangerously antipluralist.

In a new afterword, Lepore addresses both the recent shift in Tea Party rhetoric from the Revolution to the
Constitution and the diminished role of scholars as political commentators over the last half century of public
debate.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Whites of Their Eyes: The
Tea Party's Revolution and the Battle over American History (The Public Square) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Robert Bell:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the e-book untitled The Whites of Their Eyes: The Tea Party's Revolution and the Battle over
American History (The Public Square) can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Pam Gray:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Whites of Their Eyes: The Tea Party's
Revolution and the Battle over American History (The Public Square), you are able to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Tiffaney Serna:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Whites of Their Eyes: The Tea Party's Revolution and the Battle over American



History (The Public Square) can make you feel more interested to read.
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