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The New Deal made organized labor a primary Democratic party coalition partner in national politics. For
the next twenty-five years, unions were a part of a virtuous circle of rising wages and benefits, economic
growth, steady profits, and consensus on social reform. The AFL CIO was able to influence the outcome of
presidential elections and command attention in Congress. Today that world is in ruins. Stephen Amberg
analyzes what caused the breakdown. With the significant changes in the labor force and the international
economy in the 1960s, New Deal industrial relations no longer ended conflicts in the factories but blocked
new strategies to stay competitive and to sustain the gains won by the working class. This new challenge to
Democratic coalition leaders set the stage for a return of free market ideologies and conservative political
leaders who said that government and labor were the causes of crisis. The flaw in the criticism was the claim
that reform based on managerial self-interest was the only alternative. Instead, this book argues, the
alternative path of worker participation could have been followed and could still be followed today.
Amberg's examination of auto industrial relations reveals that Democrats helped create and then undermine
the modern labor movement. He traces the auto industry's development from a virtual dictatorship in the
1920s to pluralist democracy in the 1930s and 1940s, with the successful unionization drives of the United
Auto Workers Union, to the period of crisis that began in the late 1970s. During this time, the industry was
converted from the single largest generator of jobs and wealth, a paradigm of efficiency and consensual
labor-management relations, to a symbol of industrial bureaucracy and competitive failure. Firms like
Studebaker that originally followed promising but unorthodox market strategies and labor relations vanished
into bankruptcy. Workers and their unions were unable to gain political support for participation in decision
making about industrial restructuring. Stephen Amberg is Associate Professor of Political Science at the
University of Texas at San Antonio.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Ortiz:

The actual book The Union Inspiration in American Politics: The Autoworkers and the Making of a Liberal
Industrial Order (Labor and Social Change) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Union Inspiration in American Politics: The Autoworkers and the Making of a
Liberal Industrial Order (Labor and Social Change) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Beverly Ingram:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Union Inspiration in American Politics: The Autoworkers and the Making of a Liberal Industrial
Order (Labor and Social Change) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jamie Leal:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Union Inspiration in American Politics: The
Autoworkers and the Making of a Liberal Industrial Order (Labor and Social Change) can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jesus Jones:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Union Inspiration in American Politics: The Autoworkers and the Making of a
Liberal Industrial Order (Labor and Social Change) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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