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When Jefferson Davis became president of the Confederacy, his wife, Varina Howell Davis, reluctantly
became the First Lady. For this highly intelligent, acutely observant woman, loyalty did not come easily: she
spent long years struggling to reconcile her societal duties to her personal beliefs. Raised in Mississippi but
educated in Philadelphia, and a long-time resident of Washington, D.C., Mrs. Davis never felt at ease in
Richmond. During the war she nursed Union prisoners and secretly corresponded with friends in the North.
Though she publicly supported the South, her term as First Lady was plagued by rumors of her disaffection.

After the war, Varina Davis endured financial woes and the loss of several children, but following her
husband's death in 1889, she moved to New York and began a career in journalism. Here she advocated
reconciliation between the North and South and became friends with Julia Grant, the widow of Ulysses S.
Grant. She shocked many by declaring in a newspaper that it was God's will that the North won the war.

A century after Varina Davis's death in 1906, Joan E. Cashin has written a masterly work, the first definitive
biography of this truly modern, but deeply conflicted, woman. Pro-slavery but also pro-Union, Varina Davis
was inhibited by her role as Confederate First Lady and unable to reveal her true convictions. In this
pathbreaking book, Cashin offers a splendid portrait of a fascinating woman who struggled with the
constraints of her time and place.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Parsons:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed First Lady of
the Confederacy: Varina Davis's Civil War? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Jerry Rivera:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then
having chance to endure than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that
First Lady of the Confederacy: Varina Davis's Civil War book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Carolyn Cook:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving First Lady of the
Confederacy: Varina Davis's Civil War that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick First Lady of the Confederacy: Varina Davis's
Civil War become your personal starter.

Karen Lambert:

The book untitled First Lady of the Confederacy: Varina Davis's Civil War contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you
in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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