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Rich with illustrations, this revised and updated second edition of  Dress Codes systematically analyzes the
meaning and relevance of clothing in American culture. Presented here is an up-to-date analysis of images of
power and authority, gender, seduction (the sexy look, the alluring look, the glamorous look, the vulnerable
look), wealth and beauty, youth and health, and leisure and political hierarchy. Taken together, the chapters
offer to the student and the general reader a complete "semiotics of clothing" in a form that is highly
readable, very entertaining, and thoroughly informative. The illustrations provide fascinating glimpses into
the history of American fashion and clothing-along with their antecedents in Europe-as well as a fine
collection of images from the more familiar world of contemporary America.Rubinstein has identified six
distinct categories of dress in American society, upon which Dress Codes is based. "Clothing signs" were
instituted by those in authority, have one meaning, indicate behavior, and are required attire (police
uniforms, or the clothing of ministers and priests); “clothing symbols," on the other hand, reflect the
achievement of cultural values—wealth, beauty, you and health. The wearing of clothing symbols—designer
clothing or jewelry—may have several meanings; ‘clothing tie-signs,” which are specific types of clothing
that indicate membership in a community outside mainstream culture (Hasidic, Amish, or Hare Krishna
attire). They were instituted by those in authority, have one meaning, they indicate expected behavior, and
are required attire; “clothing tie symbols” emanate from hopes, fears, and dreams of particular groups. They
include trendy styles such as hip-hop, hippie, and gothic. Another category, “contemporary fashion,” reflects
consumer sentiments and the political and economic forces of the period. “Personal dress,” refers to the "I"
component we bring in when dressing the public self (bowtie, dramatic, or artistic attire). Many of these
images have their roots in the “collective memory” of western society. Written in a lively and entertaining
style,Dress Codes will fascinate both general readers and students interested in the history of fashion and
costume, fashion design, human development, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

The book Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture to become your habit, you can get a lot
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a book Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in
American Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Thomas Major:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American
Culture as your daily resource information.

John Ma:

The reserve untitled Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Dress Codes: Meanings and Messages in American Culture from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Lynn Groff:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Dress Codes: Meanings and
Messages in American Culture is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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