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Based on the conviction that only translators who write poetry themselves can properly recreate the
celebrated and timeless tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, The Greek Tragedies in New
Translations series offers new translations that go beyond the literal meaning of the Greek in order to evoke
the poetry of the originals. Under the editorship of Herbert Golder and the late William Arrowsmith, each
volume includes a critical introduction, commentary on the text, full stage directions, and a glossary of the
mythical and geographical references in the plays.
One of Euripides' late plays, Ion is a complex enactment of the changing relations between the human and
divine orders and the way in which our understanding of the gods is mediated and re-visioned by myths. The
story begins years before the play begins, with the rape of the mortal Kreousa, queen of Athens, by Apollo.
Kreousa bears Apollos' child in secret then abandons it. Unbeknownst to her, Apollo has the child brought to
his temple at Delphi to be reared by the priestess as ward of the shrine. Many years later, Kreousa, now
married to the foreigner Xouthos but childless, comes to Delphi seeking prophecy about children. Apollo,
however, speaking through the oracle, bestows the temple ward, Ion, on Xouthos as his child. Enraged,
Kreousa conspires to kill as an interloper the very son she has despaired of finding. After mother and son
both try to kill each other, the priestess reveals the birth tokens that permit Kreousa to recognize and embrace
the child she thought was dead. Ion discovers the truth of his parentage and departs for Athens, as a mixed
blood of humanity and divinity, to participate in the life of the polis.
In Ion, disturbing riptides of thought and feeling run just below the often shimmering surfaces of Euripidean
melodrama. Although the play contains some of Euripides' most beautiful lyrical writing, it quivers
throughout with near disasters, poorly informed actions and misdirected intentions that almost result in
catastrophe. Kreousa says at one point that good and evil do not mix, but Euripides' argument, and what the
youthful Ion strives to understand, is that human beings are not only compounded of good and evil, but that
the two are often the same thing differently experienced, differently understood, just as beauty and violence
are mixed both in the gods and in the mortal world.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

The actual book Ion (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) will bring you to the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very suited to you. The book Ion (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Clara Demoss:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book
you have read is actually Ion (Greek Tragedy in New Translations).

Daryl Steele:

This Ion (Greek Tragedy in New Translations) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Ion (Greek Tragedy in New
Translations) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Robert Holt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Ion (Greek Tragedy in New Translations)
as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Ion
(Greek Tragedy in New Translations) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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