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In this insightful study of the childhood and youth of William Dean Howells, Dancing in Chains
demonstrates how the turbulent social and cultural changes of the early nineteenth century shaped the young
Howells's emotional and intellectual life. His early diaries, letters, poetry, fiction, and newspaper columns
are used to illustrate Olsen's argument, which also in turn throws light on the dominant tensions in
antebellum America. Accepting the emergent middle-class ethos of civilized morality, with its new
conceptions of child rearing and gender spheres, Howells's parents urged him to achieve self-control and
individual success while also teaching him to seek the good of others rather than his own glory. For Howells
the conflicts coalesced at the time of his leaving home, an increasing common rite of passage for antebellum
youth. Trying to affirm his sense of literary vocation, he tested his aspirations against the family's
Swedenborgian religious convictions and the antislavery commitments of his village while experimenting
with competing literary ideologies in the process of meeting the demands of the new mass reading audience.
For Howells the resulting tensions eased toward the end of his youth but reappeared in his more mature
works of fiction and social criticism in later years. Portraying the ordeal of coming of age during a
momentous period of American history, Dancing in Chains is a fascinating study with a broad appeal to
general readers as well as scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Powers:

Typically the book Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social
Experience) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Dancing
in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Laurie Riley:

The guide with title Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social
Experience) has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Andrew Comer:

Exactly why? Because this Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social
Experience) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Willodean Samples:

Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial thinking.
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