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In his 1986 book The View From Nowhere, the philosopher Thomas Nagel described a philosophical puzzle
- the kind of puzzle that seems to make the existence of the Matrix possible. The puzzle is this: we see the
world from a point of view, namely, the point of view of our own conscious selves. As babies, we only have
a view of the world from this viewpoint. But as we grow older, we also have what Nagel calls the "view
from nowhere". This is the idea of the world as objectively existing, independently of both our viewpoint or
any other particular viewpoint. We consider ourselves to be a part of this world. Therefore we have a view of
ourselves from the inside as perceivers of the world, but also of ourselves as members of the objective world.
Common-sense tells us that when we accumulate knowledge, this knowledge includes knowledge of the
objective world. But Nagel sees a problem in the enterprise of accumulating such knowledge. Objective
knowledge requires a neutral perspective. But we cannot occupy this neutral perspective. Therefore,
objective knowledge seems unattainable. What we try to do is give an account of the world that "includes an
explanation of why it initially appears to us as it does". The problem here is that, while doing this, we always
have to keep our subjective perspective, so there is always room for doubt that we are not getting the proper
picture. "The most objective view we can achieve will have to rest on an unexamined subjective base." The
skeptical response to this is to accept that we just can't have knowledge of the objective world. For all we
know, we might live in the Matrix..." (thanks to "skimpydoo"of Ireland)
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

The book The View From Nowhere has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write
this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Brenda Carey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The View From Nowhere or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The View
From Nowhere to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Darrin Russell:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The View From Nowhere can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Justin Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The View From
Nowhere.
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