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In a perplexing passage from the Gospel of John, Jesus is likened to the most reviled creature in Christian
symbology: the snake. Attempting to understand how the Fourth Evangelist could have made such a
surprising analogy, James H. Charlesworth has spent nearly a decade combing through the vast array of
references to serpents in the ancient world—from the Bible and other religious texts to ancient statuary and
jewelry. Charlesworth has arrived at a surprising conclusion: not only was the serpent a widespread symbol
throughout the world, but its meanings were both subtle and varied. In fact, the serpent of ancient times was
more often associated with positive attributes like healing and eternal life than it was with negative
meanings.

This groundbreaking book explores in plentiful detail the symbol of the serpent from 40,000 BCE to the
present, and from diverse regions in the world. In doing so it emphasizes the creativity of the biblical
authors’ use of symbols and argues that we must today reexamine our own archetypal conceptions with
comparable creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

The guide untitled The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor
Yale Bible Reference Library) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference
Library) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Peggy Nunes:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol
Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Daniel Nelson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Good and Evil Serpent:
How a Universal Symbol Became Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) which is having
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Adam Carter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication The Good and Evil Serpent: How a Universal Symbol Became
Christianized (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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