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Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire," along with other papers in this volume, laid the foundation of
modern thermodynamics. Highly readable, "Reflections" contains no arguments that depend on calculus,
consisting mostly of statements couched in exact language. It represents a tribute to Carnot's capacity to
generalize, and to see fundamental processes at work in complex mechanisms.
"Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire" examines the relation between heat and the work done by heat in
high- and low-pressure steam engines, air-engines, and an internal combustion machine. Carnot established
conditions for the economical working of these engines and invented the closed cycle of operations. He
realized that in any engine, the amount of work done by heat is determined solely by the range of
temperature through which it fell in the operation. He extended the ideas of his father, Lazare Carnot, on
mechanics to thermal processes, deriving statements on the impossibility of perpetual motion and the need to
avoid irreversible changes.
Little notice was paid to this book upon its 1824 publication; ten years later, Emile Clapeyron's more
analytical paper on the same subject received wider attention. This English translation includes selections
from Carnot's posthumous manuscripts and a paper by Rudolf Clausius that rewrote Carnot's results in a
terminology that distinguished between change of entropy and quantity of heat.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Holmes:

This Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics
(Dover Books on Physics) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Reflections on the
Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics)
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't become worry Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of
Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover
Books on Physics) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Jill Vaughn:

This book untitled Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of
Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book
in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this reserve from your list.

Allen Schlemmer:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And
Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics), you can enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Yong Dickerson:

Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover
Books on Physics) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place



every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Reflections on the Motive Power of Fire: And Other
Papers on the Second Law of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.
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