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Abby Sallenger's ISLAND IN A STORM has been chosen by Choice magazine of the American Library
Association as an outstanding 2010 academic title.

In the mid-nineteenth century, the Isle Derniere was emerging as an exclusive summer resort on the coast of
the Gulf of Mexico. About one hundred miles from New Orleans, it attracted the most prominent members of
antebellum Louisiana society. Hundreds of affluent planters and merchants retreated to the island, not just for
its pleasures, but also to escape the scourge of yellow fever epidemics that ravaged cities like New Orleans
each summer. Then, without warning, on August 10, 1856, a ferocious hurricane swept across the island,
killing half of its four hundred inhabitants. The Isle Derniere was left barren, except for a strange forest
standing in the surf.

Drawing from a rich trove of newspaper articles, letters, diaries, and interviews, Abby Sallenger re-creates
the chain of events that led a group of people to seek refuge on an exposed strip of land in the sea. He
chronicles the dramatic course of the hurricane itself, as seen through the eyes of a diverse cast of real-life
characters, including eighteen-year-old Emma Mille, her French father, a steamboat captain, a pastor, and a
slave. Island in a Storm is the story of their bravery and cowardice, luck and misfortune, life and death.

At the heart of this narrative lies another, equally compelling, story. Sallenger, an oceanographer, traces the
insidious link between the environmental deaths across the Mississippi delta and the human deaths that
occurred when the storm swept ashore. The result is a fascinating portrait of a coast in perpetual motion and
a rising sea that made the Isle Derniere particularly vulnerable to a great hurricane.

Ultimately, Island in a Storm is a cautionary environmental tale. Global warming is spreading the unique
hazards of river deltas to coasts around the world, and the signs of what happened to Isle Derniere may soon
be appearing on other islands. The account of this nineteenth-century disaster and its aftermath offers a vital
historical lesson as we continue to develop precarious coastal locations whose vulnerability will only grow as
sea levels rise across the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

The book Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns
of a Warmer World give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a
Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a Warmer World to get your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Island in a Storm:
A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a Warmer World. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Ann Fout:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Island in a
Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a Warmer World
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a
Warmer Worldis a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Ginger Amundson:

Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a
Warmer World can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a
Nineteenth-Century Disaster that Warns of a Warmer World although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Manuel Frazier:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every



year was exactly added. This reserve Island in a Storm: A Rising Sea, a Vanishing Coast, and a Nineteenth-
Century Disaster that Warns of a Warmer World was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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