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This unusual Dover publication presents a singular opportunity to the artist, crafter, designer, illustrator,
printer, or other user of letter designs to have always at hand a rich store of inspiration and a swipe-file.
More important, you may reproduce any initial or alphabet in this volume free of charge, without asking
permission. The work is all royalty-free; when you buy the book, you buy the reproduction rights to any
individual part of it. The price is less than you would pay to professional archives for one copy of the letter.
There are 123 full-page plates including 91 complete alphabets in widely differing styles. In all, there are
3,924 initial letters. These alphabets were obtained from rare, out-of-print books, generally available only in
libraries or in the rare-book market. They were reproduced directly from the pages of a large and expensive
collection that was made specifically for the production of this volume. Since they are direct reproductions,
they will all reproduce again excellently.
The book has been carefully arranged and annotated by the compiler so that the student of letters and types
may have a complete understanding of decorative alphabets and initials. The work is divided into three parts.
Part One deals entirely with manuscript initials as they were used from the eighth to the fifteenth centuries. It
includes Celtic initials, rare designs from the Bible of Charles the Bald, and incised letters from the
monument of Richard II in Westminster Abbey. Part Two contains initials from printed books, starting with
the fifteenth century and running through the eighteenth. Here are the fanciful creations of the sixteenth-
century woodcutters; initials illustrated with children, cherubs, birds, beasts, flowers, legends, and grotesque
heads. The work of the later engravers, writing masters, and baroque and rococo designers follows in order.
Part Three attempts to arrange the "great weedy jungle" of Victorian letters and types and concludes with
twentieth-century alphabets such as the distinctive wood engraving of Edward Wadsworth. Each section has
a historical introduction, and each plate has a descriptive caption.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Decorative
Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Wilbert Westerfield:

The book Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a
book Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) to become your habit, you can
get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book Decorative Alphabets and
Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Margie Rodriguez:

This book untitled Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

David Swanson:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography) we can
take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
at this book Decorative Alphabets and Initials (Lettering, Calligraphy, Typography). You can more inviting
than now.
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