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The supposed collapse of Roman civilization is still lamented more than 1,500 years later?and intertwined
with this idea is the notion that a fledgling religion, Christianity, went from a persecuted fringe movement to
an irresistible force that toppled the empire. The "intolerant zeal" of Christians, wrote Edward Gibbon, swept
Rome's old gods away, and with them the structures that sustained Roman society.

Not so, argues Douglas Boin. Such tales are simply untrue to history, and ignore the most important fact of
all: life in Rome never came to a dramatic stop. Instead, as Boin shows, a small minority movement rose to
transform society?politically, religiously, and culturally?but it was a gradual process, one that happened in
fits and starts over centuries. Drawing upon a decade of recent studies in history and archaeology, and on his
own research, Boin opens up a wholly new window onto a period we thought we knew. His work is the first
to describe how Christians navigated the complex world of social identity in terms of "passing" and "coming
out." Many Christians lived in a dynamic middle ground. Their quiet success, as much as the clamor of
martyrdom, was a powerful agent for change. With this insightful approach to the story of Christians in the
Roman world, Douglas Boin rewrites, and rediscovers, the fascinating early history of a world faith.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

This book untitled Coming Out Christian in the Roman World: How the Followers of Jesus Made a Place in
Caesar's Empire to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from
your list.

Alejandro Koenig:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Coming Out Christian in the Roman
World: How the Followers of Jesus Made a Place in Caesar's Empire is simple to create you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Chris Wolf:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Coming Out Christian in the Roman World: How
the Followers of Jesus Made a Place in Caesar's Empire can give you a lot of good friends because by you
checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Coming Out Christian in the Roman World: How the Followers of Jesus Made a Place in Caesar's Empire.

Jean Fair:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Coming Out Christian in the Roman World: How the Followers of Jesus Made a Place in Caesar's Empire.
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