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Before the First Opium War (1839–1842), China had control over the terms of its relationship with Western
powers, refusing to grant foreigners extraterritorial privileges or sign international treaties fully recognizing
their political status. This dynamic has been largely overlooked in prior studies that emphasize China's
semicolonial vulnerability after the First Opium War, but it has important implications for the attitudes and
policies that have dominated Sino-Western relations over the past three centuries.

Li Chen draws a richly textured portrait of Sino-Western relations during the century before 1843. Focusing
on the role of law in Sino-Western encounters, Chen brings fresh insight to the legal disputes, cultural
borrowings, and heated negotiations over imperial interests and sovereignty that profoundly shaped Sino-
Western conduct in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Western empires endured numerous
contradictions, humiliations, and anxieties while maintaining a profitable relationship with the Chinese. This
book captures the cultural impact of the ever-shifting balance of economic and political power on the self-
imagination of Euroamerican and Chinese actors in their contact zones and beyond. In a narrative populated
with Manchu governors, Dutch merchants, American missionaries, Russian Sinologists, French philosophers,
Portuguese settlers, and British politicians, Chen investigates the forces that created, contested, and
normalized imperial ideology, national sovereignty, cultural tradition, and international order in a critical era.
His findings contribute to recent debates on liberalism, humanism, sentimental imperialism, Orientalism,
international law, and identity politics.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Moses:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Chinese Law in
Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian
Institute, Columbia University)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Dominique Rigney:

The book Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Chinese
Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Chinese
Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Haynes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Chinese
Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East
Asian Institute, Columbia University) offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Nancy Stever:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Chinese Law in



Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian
Institute, Columbia University) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.
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